
Sexuality Studies - Page 1

                                                     

                         

 

 
Credit Hour Explanation
 

 
Program Learning Goals
 
Note: these are required for all undergraduate degree programs and majors now, and will be required for all graduate and professional degree programs in
2012. Nonetheless, all programs are encouraged to complete these now.
 

 

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Sexuality Studies

Last Updated: Blackburn,Mollie
05/26/2011

Fiscal Unit/Academic Org Arts & Sciences Administration - D4305

Administering College/Academic Group Arts And Sciences

Co-adminstering College/Academic Group Education & Human Ecology

Semester Conversion Designation Converted with minimal changes to program goals and/or curricular requirements (e.g., sub-
plan/specialization name changes, changes in electives and/or prerequisites, minimal changes in overall
structure of program, minimal or no changes in program goals or content)

Current Program/Plan Name Sexuality Studies

Proposed Program/Plan Name Sexuality Studies

Program/Plan Code Abbreviation SXLTYST-BA

Current Degree Title Bachelor of Arts

Program credit hour requirements A) Number of credit hours
in current program (Quarter

credit hours)

B) Calculated result for
2/3rds of current (Semester

credit hours)

C) Number of credit hours
required for proposed

program (Semester credit
hours)

D) Change in credit hours

Total minimum credit hours required for
completion of program 50 33.3 30 3.3

Required credit hours
offered by the unit Minimum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Maximum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Required credit hours
offered outside of the unit Minimum 50 33.3 30 3.3

Maximum 50 33.3 30 3.3

Required prerequisite credit
hours not included above Minimum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Maximum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Program Learning Goals Students will develop an understanding of the ways in which ideas about sexuality are normalized within specific

discourses and institutions, which consequently produce non-normative sexual “others” who bear the burden of

stigma and marginalization.

•

Students will develop extensive appreciation of and sensitivity to some of the most vexing and difficult issues of our

contemporary global world related to the subject of sexuality.

•

Students will develop realistic ideas about how to implement their sexuality studies knowledge, skills, and values in

occupational or educational pursuits and a variety of settings.

•

Students will develop recognize analytical frameworks that two or more disciplines bring to the study of sexuality and

articulate the relationships between those frameworks.

•

Students will analyze critically in discussion and in writing some of the numerous issues that cohere around the

study of sexuality.

•

Students will use methodological and analytic tools related to the study of sexuality in academic and/or workplace

settings.

•
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Assessment
 
Assessment plan includes student learning goals, how those goals are evaluated, and how the information collected is used to improve student learning. An
assessment plan is required for undergraduate majors and degrees. Graduate and professional degree programs are encouraged to complete this now, but will
not be required to do so until 2012.

Is this a degree program (undergraduate, graduate, or professional) or major proposal? Yes

Does the degree program or major have an assessment plan on file with the university Office of Academic Affairs? Yes
 
Summarize how the program's current quarter-based assessment practices will be modified, if necessary, to fit the semester calendar. 
The same assessment practices will work well in the semester system.

 
Program Specializations/Sub-Plans
 
If you do not specify a program specialization/sub-plan it will be assumed you are submitting this program for all program specializations/sub-plans.

 
Pre-Major
 
Does this Program have a Pre-Major? No

 

 

 

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Sexuality Studies

Last Updated: Blackburn,Mollie
05/26/2011

Attachments SS Major template.docx: template

(Program Proposal. Owner: Blackburn,Mollie)

•

SS Major semester program sheet.doc: sem adv sheet

(Semester Advising Sheet(s). Owner: Blackburn,Mollie)

•

SS Major qtr program sheet.doc: qtr adv sheet

(Quarter Advising Sheet(s). Owner: Blackburn,Mollie)

•

curriculum map.docx: curr map

(Curricular Map(s). Owner: Blackburn,Mollie)

•

Comments

Workflow Information Status User(s) Date/Time Step

Submitted Blackburn,Mollie 05/26/2011 09:46 AM Submitted for Approval

Approved Blackburn,Mollie 05/26/2011 01:24 PM Unit Approval

Pending Approval Williams,Valarie Lucille 05/26/2011 01:24 PM College Approval



Fiscal Unit: ASC 

Administering College: ASC 

Co-admin: EHE 

Semester conversion designation: converted with minimal changes 

Current Program Name: Interdisciplinary Major in Sexuality Studies 

Program Learning Goals: 

The general goal of the major is to enable students to perceive and examine critically the 
ways that sexuality, as a key concept and lived experience, shapes the understanding and 
constitution of individuals and societies. 

Students will emerge from the major with: 

• An understanding of the ways in which ideas about sexuality are normalized within 
specific discourses and institutions, which consequently produce non-normative 
sexual “others” who bear the burden of stigma and marginalization. (This is goal 1 
on the curriculum map.) 

• Extensive appreciation of and sensitivity to some of the most vexing and difficult issues 
of our contemporary global world related to the subject of sexuality. (This is goal 2 on 
the curriculum map.) 

• Realistic ideas about how to implement their sexuality studies knowledge, skills, and 
values in occupational or educational pursuits and a variety of settings. (This is goal 3 on 
the curriculum map.) 

 

Students who major in Sexuality Studies will be able to: 

• Recognize analytical frameworks that two or more disciplines bring to the study of 
sexuality and articulate the relationships between those frameworks. (This is goal 4 
on the curriculum map.) 

• Analyze critically in discussion and in writing some of the numerous issues that 
cohere around the study of sexuality. (This is goal 5 on the curriculum map.) 

• Use methodological and analytic tools related to the study of sexuality in academic 
and/or workplace settings. (This is goal 6 on the curriculum map.) 

 

Assessment Plan: 

The program is structured so as to engage students in a range of interdisciplinary 
approaches to the study of human sexuality as well as in the study of social differences 
framed in terms of sexual and gender orientation.  Thus, students’ performance in their 
course work will be the first means used to assess whether they are getting a sense of the 
interdisciplinary nature of the study of sexuality and the diversity of lived sexual 
experience.  This course work must include CS/PAES 214, which covers the 



interdisciplinary range of Sexuality Studies; and 5 hours of GLBT focus.  Successful students 
must earn a 2.0 or better in the 50 hours of the program and a minimum of a C- for any 
individual course contributing to the major. Moreover, a minimum grade of a C in CS/PAES 
214 (prerequisite) is also required. 

  

Further evidence that students can recognize and distinguish various frameworks for 
understanding human sexuality will be found by annually evaluating a sampling of papers 
written by majors in upper-level Sexuality Studies elective courses (see list of elective 
courses in VI below).  These papers will also be used as a source for assessing student 
ability to analyze critically some of the important issues that cohere around the study of 
sexuality.  Sample papers will be evaluated using a rubric that will distinguish minimal 
aspirational criteria and ideal criteria.  The Sexuality Studies Oversight Committee will both 
create and employ the rubric to determine how well students have acquired a grasp of the 
different analytic frameworks, perspectives, and issues of the field.  

To assess students on their ability to use methodological and analytic tools related to the 
study of sexuality in academic and/or workplace settings, majors will be highly encouraged 
either to do an internship or write a thesis.  Majors intending to enter the workforce in the 
field of sexuality studies will be advised to work as an intern at an appropriate business, 
organization, or school. Those intending to pursue a graduate degree in the field of 
sexuality studies will be advised to write a thesis.  Successful students must perform 
satisfactorily (as indicated by an S in an independent study with a faculty member in the 
field and, if relevant, a report from the director of the internship) in these educational 
experiences. 

Program Rationale: 

Sexuality Studies is an interdisciplinary field devoted to the analysis of human sexuality.  
Because the study of sexuality is integral to the study of the human sciences, a wide array 
of critical lenses have been developed across disciplines and even outside the university for 
investigating sexual practices, behaviors, expressions, identities, and representations.  
Building on the academic and extra-academic knowledge that has evolved over many years, 
Sexuality Studies explores the historical, political, biological, cultural, sociological, 
educational, legal, health, aesthetic, and psychological contexts of human sexuality.  It pays 
particular attention to processes and practices of normalization in different cultures and 
times through which certain sexual behaviors, expressions, or identities are esteemed and 
others devalued.  It also investigates the ways in which sexuality is shaped by other social 
differences such as race, gender, class, dis/ability, religion, nationality, and ethnicity. 

Sexuality Studies programs, which consolidate this interdisciplinary activity in the form of 
unified academic majors and minors, have existed at universities across the United States 
and internationally for over 40 years (one of the first such programs was the highly 
respected Department of Sexuality Studies at San Francisco State, which was started in the 
1970s). The Sexuality Studies program at Ohio State was launched in 2002, when the 
interdisciplinary minor first became available to students.  In only seven years, the minor 



has been selected by over 200 students, and has grown from seven departments offering 
12 courses to more than 10 departments offering 17 “core” courses and a number of 
electives.  In addition, a Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Sexuality Studies was 
introduced in 2006, with over 20 students signing up for this option in three years.  
Sexuality Studies has been a hit at Ohio State in part because of the range of academic 
approaches it accommodates but also because of the variety of career opportunities 
available to those who pursue it, for example, in education, counseling, health services, 
social work, political activism, legal services, criminology, and business.  In addition, the 
Sexuality Studies minor prepares students for graduate study in the area or in cognate 
areas such as psychology, women’s studies, or family counseling. The major has been 
undergoing review and has been approved at all levels besides the Board of Regents. Their 
review will be this summer and the final implementation of the major, we expect, will begin 
this autumn. The purpose of the major is to provide a structured, coherent, 
interdisciplinary program for the study of sexuality by using and further encouraging the 
strengths of current resources and departments at Ohio State. 

Credit Hour Requirements: 

Current Minimum: 50 hours 

Proposed Minimum: 30 hours 

Rationale: The major in Sexuality Studies will undergo a direct conversion, with the change 
of one rule and the addition of three courses to our list of electives.  

Under the quarter system, we had a rule that stated, “No more than ten credit hours of 
course work at the 300-level or below may count toward the focus area, and no more than 
five credit hours of electives can be taken at the 200 level.” Although this would neatly 
translate to “No more than six credit hours of course work at the 3000-level or below may 
count toward the focus area, and no more than three credit hours of electives can be taken 
at the 2000 level,” such a neat translation is impossible to implement since some of the 
courses that were at the 500 level on the quarter system have been changed by their 
departments to 3000 and 2000 levels on the semester system. Such a translation would 
result in our losing at least two of our nine focus areas. Alternatively, we propose that in 
the semester system the rule be: “No more than 3 hours at the 2000-level can count toward 
the focus area, and at least 9 of the 15 hours of electives must be at the 3000-level or 
above.”  

The additional courses are: 

1. Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 5270: Love, Sex, and 
Relationships (3) 

2. Social Work 5501: Clinical Social Work Practice with GLBTQ Individuals, Couples, 
and Families (3) 

3. Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 4405: Race and Sexuality (3) 
 

Sexuality Studies 5620 has recently been approved by the relevant curricular committees, 
and will be submitted for semester conversion once we have a Book 3 listing for Sexuality 



Studies.  Social Work 5501 was changed during the semester conversion from a graduate 
course to a U/G course, so it can now apply toward our Major.  WGSS 4405 was added by 
the department during their semester conversion, and its focus makes it appropriate for 
the Sexuality Studies Major.  

List of semester courses:  

Sexuality Studies Major Approved Courses 

• Art Education 4835: Visual Representations of LGBT Subjects (3) 

Courses for Core Cluster 

• Comparative Studies 2214: Introduction to Sexuality Studies; cross listed as EDU: 
Physical Activity and Educational Services 2214 (3) 

• English 2282: Introduction to Queer Studies (3); cross-listed as Women’s, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies 2282 

• English 4580: Special Topics in GLBTQ Literatures and Cultures (3)  
• Social Work 5501: Clinical Social Work Practice with GLBTQ Individuals, Couples, and 

Families (3) 
• History  3630: Same-Sex Sexuality in a Global Context (3) 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2367.03: U.S. Lesbian Writers: Text and 

Context (3) 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 3370: Sexualities and Citizenship (3) 
 

• Anthropology 3500: Primate Sexuality (3) 

Courses for Focus Areas and Electives (other electives may be approved, on a case by 
case basis, by a coordinator adviser) 

• Classics 3215: Sex and Gender in the Ancient World; cross-listed as History 3215 (3) 
• Comparative Studies 4845: Intersection: Approaches to Race, Class, Gender, and 

Sexuality; cross-listed as Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 4845 (3) 
• Comparative Studies 4845: Gender, Sexuality, and Science (3); cross listed as WGSS  

4845 
• Comparative Studies 5875: Gender, Sexuality, and Religion (3) 
• Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 2204: Sexuality and Health (2) 
• Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 5270: Love, Sex, and 

Relationships (3) 
• Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 5614: Sexuality and Sport (3) 
• Educational Policy and Leadership 4215: Sexualities and Education: Issues and 

Practices (3) 
• English 2282: Introduction to Queer Studies (3); cross-listed as Women’s, Gender, and 

Sexuality Studies 2282 
• English 4580: Special Topics in GLBTQ Literatures and Cultures (3)  
• History 2630: History of Modern Sexualities (3) 
• History 3215: Sex and Gender in the Ancient World (3); cross listed as Classics 3215 
• History 3630: Same-Sex Sexuality in a Global Context (3) 



• Human Development and Family Science 3440: Human Sexuality (3) 
• Human Development and Family Science 5440: Human Sexuality in Context (3)                           
• Psychology 2333: Psychology of Human Sexuality (3) 
• Psychology 3555: Adolescent Sexuality (3) 
• Sexuality Studies 5620: Sexuality and Violence (3) 
• Social Work 3597: Adolescent Parenthood and Sexuality: An International Perspective 

(3) 
• Social Work 5002: AIDS: Facts and Issues (2) 
• Social Work 5003: AIDS: Psychosocial Aspects of HIV/AIDS (2) 
• Social Work 5006: Integrative Seminars: Sexualities, Diversity and Social Work (2) 
• Social Work 5501: Clinical Social Work Practice with GLBTQ Individuals, Couples, and 

Families (3) 
• Sociology 2340: Sex and Love in Modern Society (3) 
• Sociology 3435: Sociology of Women (3) 
• Sociology 5605: Sociology of Sexuality (3) 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2282: Introduction to Queer Studies (3); cross 

listed as English 2282 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2367.03: U.S. Lesbian Writers: Text and 

Context (3) 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 3370: Sexualities and Citizenship (3) 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 4405: Race and Sexuality (3) 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 4845: Intersections: Approaches to Race, Class, 

Gender, and Sexuality (3); cross listed as Comparative Studies 4845 
• Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  4845: Gender, Sexuality, and Science (3); cross 

listed as Comparative Studies  4845 
 

Letter from offering unit: See attached. 
Semester Advising Sheet: See attached. 
Quarter Advising Sheet: See attached. 
Transition Policy: We will apply quarter courses toward the GIS. 
 



The Ohio State University 
Arts and Sciences 

Sexuality Studies Major (SxltySt-BA) 
 
Directors: 
 
Professor Mollie Blackburn (blackburn.99@osu.edu) 
Teaching and Learning 
222A Ramseyer Hall 
29 W. Woodruff Avenue 
(614) 247-7310 
 
Professor Debra Moddelmog (moddelmog.1@osu.edu) 
Department of English  
421 Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th

Columbus, OH  43210-1319  
 Avenue 

(614) 292-3002  
 
http://sexualitystudies.osu.edu 
 
Sexuality Studies is an interdisciplinary field devoted to the analysis of 
human sexuality.  It explores the historical, political, biological, cultural, 
sociological, educational, legal, health, aesthetic, and psychological 
contexts of human sexuality.  The Sexuality Studies program at OSU 
pays particular attention to processes and practices of normalization in 
different cultures and times through which certain sexual behaviors, 
expressions, or identities are esteemed and others devalued.  It also 
investigates the ways in which sexuality is shaped by other social 
differences such as race, gender, class, dis/ability, religion, nationality, 
and ethnicity. 
 
This major requires at least 30 credit hours, six hours of which must be a 
core cluster consisting of Comparative Studies/PAES 214: Introduction 
to Sexuality Studies and a course with a GLBTQ focus.  Of the 
remaining 24 hours of course work, nine will constitute a focus area 
selected from one of nine tracks (see below) or from a topic approved by 
one of the Directors.  The remaining 15 hours will be Sexuality Studies 
electives.  A thesis or academic internship is highly recommended; thus, 
three hours of 6783H, 5693, or 4189 can count toward the electives or 
toward the focus area. 
 
No more than 3 hours at the 2000 level can count toward the focus area, 
and at least 9 of the 15 hours of electives must be at the 3000-level or 
above. Students and faculty may petition the Directors to count courses 
other than those listed here to fulfill the requirements of the major.  To 
be approved, at least 50% of the course content must address human 
sexuality. After one of the Directors for the Sexuality Studies Major has 
approved the student’s Major Program Form, the student must file the 
form with the Arts and Sciences Advising Office.  For further 
information, contact one of the Directors listed above. 
 
Core Cluster (6 hours) 
 
Comparative Studies/EDU PAES 2214: Introduction to Sexuality  

Studies (3 hr.); and 
 
One GLBT-focused course chosen from the following list or an 
approved GLBT elective: 

 
 Art Education 4835: Visual Representations of LGBT
  Subjects (3 hr.) 

English/Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2282:
  Introduction to Queer Studies (3 hr.) 

English 4580: Special Topics in GLBT Literatures and  
Cultures (3 hr.) 

 History 3630: Same-Sex Sexuality in a Global Context (3 hr.) 
 Social Work 5501: Clinical Social Work Practice with
  GLBTQ Individuals, Couples, and Families (3) 
 Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2367.03: U.S.
  Lesbian Writers: Text and Context (3 hr.) 
 Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 3370: Sexualities  

and Citizenship (3 hr.) 
  
  
 
 

 
Focus Area (9 hr.; no more than 3 hr. at 2000 level) 
 
Students choose one of nine tracks (see below) that align the Major with 
their academic and career interests. If none of the nine suits a student’s 
needs, then he/she may construct an alternative track in consultation 
with the approval of one of the Directors. Many of the Focus Areas 
include more than 9 hours to show the range of courses from which a 
student might choose.  In addition, other approved courses can be added 
by the Directors on a case-by-case basis. If a student is doing a thesis or 
internship in the focus area, then three hours of 6783H, 5693, or 4189 
can count toward it. 
 
 

EDU P&L 4215 
Adolescent Sexuality 

Psychology 3555 
Social Work 3597 

Psychology 2333 
Counseling 

Social Work 5501 
EDU PAES 2204 
HDFS 3440 
HDFS 5440 

EDU PAES 5614 
Education 

EDU P&L 4215 
Psychology 3555 
HDFS 3440 
HDFS 5440 

EDU PAES 2204 
Health 

Psychology 2333 
Sexuality Studies 
5620 
Social Work 5002 
Social Work 5003 

Classics 3215 
History 

History 2630 
History 3630 

CS/WGSS 4845 
Intersecting Identities 

CS 5875 
WGSS 4405 
 

Art Ed. 4835 
LGBTQ 

English/WGSS 2282 
English 4580 
History 3630 
Social Work 5501 
WGSS 2367.03 
WGSS 3370 

Sociology 2340 
Sociology 

Sociology 3435 
Sociology 5605 

Sociology 3435 
Women 

WGSS 2367.03 
WGSS 3370 

 
Sexuality Studies Electives (at least 15 hr., 9 of which must be at 
3000 level or above) 
 
Anthropology 3500: Primate Sexuality (3 hr.) 
Art Education 4835: Visual Representations of LGBT Subjects  

(3 hr.) 
*Classics 3215: Sex and Gender in the Ancient World (3 hr.)  

(cross-listed with History 3215) 
Comparative Studies 5875: Gender, Sexuality, and Religion (3 hr.) 
*Comparative Studies 4845: Gender, Sexuality and Science (3 hr.)  

(cross-listed with WGSS 4845) 
*Comparative Studies 4845: Intersections: Approaches to Race, Class, 

Gender, and Sexuality (3 hr.) (cross-listed with WGSS 4845) 
Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 2204: Sexuality 

and Health (3 hr.) 
Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 5270: Love, Sex,  

and Relationships (3 hr.) 
Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 5614: Sexuality 

and Sport (3 hr.) 
Educational Policy and Leadership 4215: Sexualities and Education: 

Issues and Practices (3 hr.) 
*English 2282: Introduction to Queer Studies (3 hr.) (cross-listed with 

WGSS 2282) 
English 4580: Special Topics in GLBTQ Literatures and Cultures (3 hr.)  
History 2630: History of Modern Sexualities (3 hr.) 
*History 3215: Sex and Gender in the Ancient World (3 hr.) (cross listed  

with Classics 3215) 
History 3630: Same-sex Sexuality in a Global Context (3 hr.) 
Human Development and Family Science 3440: Human Sexuality (3  

hr.)                          
Human Development and Family Science 5440: Human Sexuality in
 Context (3 hr.) 
Psychology 2333: Psychology of Human Sexuality (3 hr.) 
Psychology 3555: Adolescent Sexuality (3 hr.) 
 

mailto:blackburn.99@osu.edu�
mailto:moddelmog.1@osu.edu�
http://sexualitystudies.osu.edu/�


Electives (contd.) 
 
 
Sexuality Studies 5620: Sexuality and Violence (3 hr.) 
Social Work 3597: Adolescent Parenthood and Sexuality:                 

An International Perspectives (3 hr.) 
Social Work 5002: AIDS: Facts and Issues (2 hr.) 
Social Work 5003: AIDS: Psychosocial Aspects of HIV/AIDS (2 hr.) 
Social Work 5006: Integrative Seminars: Sexualities, Diversity and  

Social Work (3 hr.) 
Social Work 5501: Clinical Social Work Practice with GLBTQ  

Individuals, Couples, and Families (3) 
Sociology 2340: Sex and Love in Modern Society (3 hr.) 
Sociology 3435: Sociology of Women (3 hr.) 
Sociology 5605: Sociology of Sexuality (3 hr.) 
*Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2282: Introduction to Queer 

Studies (3 hr.) (cross-listed with English 2282) 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 2367.03: U.S. Lesbian
 Writers: Text and Context (3 hr.) 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 3370: Sexualities and 

Citizenship (3 hr.) 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 4405: Race and Sexuality  

(3 hr.) 
*Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 4845: Gender, Sexuality and
 Science (5 hr.) (cross-listed with Comp Studies 4845) 
*Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 4845: Intersections: 

Approaches to Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality (3 hr.) 
(cross-listed with Comp Studies 4845) 

 
*Cross-listed courses 
 
 
Sexuality Studies Major program guidelines 
 
Credit hours required   A minimum of 30  
Transfer credit hours allowed   A maximum of 6 
Overlap with the GE   With the exception of the Diversity Experiences 
GE, overlap with GEs is not permitted.  
Overlap with a minor   Not allowed; in other words, 
• The minor must be in a different subject than the major. 
Grades required   
• Minimum C- for a course to be listed on the major. 
• Minimum 2.00 cumulative point-hour ratio required for the major.  
Approval required   The major program form must be approved by one 
of the Directors and filed at least by the time the graduation application 
is submitted to a college/school counselor. 
Changing the major   Once the major program is filed in the college 
office, any changes must be approved by a Director for the major. 
Double Major  The double major program offered through the College 
of Arts and Sciences requires that each major must contain 30 hours not 
contained in the other AND that the second major must meet all the 
requirements set by the second major department. 
 
ASC Advising and Academic Services  
The Ohio State University 
100 Denney Hall        
http://ascadvising.osu.edu 
 
 

http://ascadvising.osu.edu/�


The Ohio State University 
Arts and Sciences 

Sexuality Studies Major (SxltySt-BA) 
 
Directors: 
 
Professor Mollie Blackburn (blackburn.99@osu.edu) 
Teaching and Learning 
222A Ramseyer Hall 
29 W. Woodruff Avenue 
(614) 247-7310 
 
Professor Debra Moddelmog (moddelmog.1@osu.edu) 
Department of English  
421 Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th

Columbus, OH  43210-1319  
 Avenue 

(614) 292-3002  
 
http://sexualitystudies.osu.edu 
 
Sexuality Studies is an interdisciplinary field devoted to the analysis of 
human sexuality.  It explores the historical, political, biological, cultural, 
sociological, educational, legal, health, aesthetic, and psychological 
contexts of human sexuality.  The Sexuality Studies program at OSU 
pays particular attention to processes and practices of normalization in 
different cultures and times through which certain sexual behaviors, 
expressions, or identities are esteemed and others devalued.  It also 
investigates the ways in which sexuality is shaped by other social 
differences such as race, gender, class, dis/ability, religion, nationality, 
and ethnicity. 
 
This major requires at least 50 credit hours, ten hours of which must be a 
core cluster consisting of Comparative Studies/PAES 214: Introduction 
to Sexuality Studies and a course with a GLBTQ focus.  Of the 
remaining 40 hours of course work, 15 will constitute a focus area 
selected from one of nine tracks (see below) or from a topic approved by 
one of the Directors.  The remaining 25 hours will be Sexuality Studies 
electives.  A thesis or academic internship is highly recommended; thus, 
five hours of 783, 693, or 489 can count toward the electives or toward 
the focus area. 
 
No more than 10 credit hours of course work at the 300 level or below 
may count toward the focus area, and no more than five credit hours of 
electives can be taken at the 200 level.  Students and faculty may 
petition the Directors to count courses other than those listed here to 
fulfill the requirements of the major.  To be approved, at least 50% of 
the course content must address human sexuality. After one of the 
Directors for the Sexuality Studies Major has approved the student’s 
Major Program Form, the student must file the form with the Arts and 
Sciences Advising Office.  For further information, contact one of the 
Directors listed above. 
 
Core Cluster (10 hours) 
 
Comparative Studies/EDU PAES 214: Introduction to Sexuality Studies
 (5 hr.); and 
 
One GLBT-focused course chosen from the following list or an 
approved GLBT elective: 

 
 Art Education 535: Visual Representations of LGBT Subjects
  (5 hr.) 

English/Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 282:
  Introduction to Queer Studies (5 hr.) 

English 580: Special Topics in GLBT Language and 
  Literature (5 hr.) 
 History 526: History of Same-Sex Sexuality in the Western
  World (5 hr.) 
 Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 367.03: U.S.
  Lesbian Writers: Text and Context (5 hr.) (cannot
  also be used as a GEC) 
 Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 370: Sexualities and
  Citizenship (5 hr.) 
  
  
 

 
Focus Area (15 hr.; no more than 10 hr. at 300 level) 
 
Students choose one of nine tracks (see below) that align the Major with 
their academic and career interests. If none of the nine suits a student’s 
needs, then he/she may construct an alternative track in consultation 
with one of the Directors. Many of the Focus Areas include more than 
15 hours to show the range of courses from which a student might 
choose.  In addition, other approved courses can be added by the 
Directors on a case-by-case basis. If a student is doing a thesis or 
internship in the focus area, then five hours of 783, 693, or 489 can 
count toward it. 
 

EDU P&L 415 
Adolescent Sexuality 

Psychology 555 
Social Work 597 

Psychology 333.02 
Counseling 

Social Work 695.20 
EDU PAES 204 
HDFS 370 
HDFS 670.02 

EDU PAES 614 
Education 

EDU P&L 415 
Psychology 555 
HDFS 370 
HDFS 670.02 

EDU PAES 204 
Health 

Psychology 333.02 
Sexuality Studies 620 
Social Work 695.17 
Social Work 695.18 
Social Work 695.19 

Classics 508 
History 

History 326 
History 526 

CS/WGSS 535 
Intersecting Identities 

CS/WGSS 545 
WGSS 230 
CS 515 
 

English/WGSS 282 
LGBTQ 

English 580 
History 526 
WGSS 367.03 
WGSS 370 

Sociology 340 
Sociology 

Sociology 435 
Sociology 605 

Sociology 435 
Women 

WGSS 367.03 
WGSS 370 

 
Sexuality Studies Electives (at least 25 hr.; no more than 5 hr. at 
200 level) 
 
Anthropology 500: Primate Sexuality (5 hr.) 
Art Education 535: Visual Representations of LGBT Subjects (5 hr.) 
Classics 508: Gender and Sexuality in Antiquity (5 hr.) 
Comparative Studies 515: Gender, Sexuality, and Religion (5 hr.) 
*Comparative Studies 535: Gender, Sexuality and Science (5 hr.) (cross-
 listed with WGSS 535) 
*Comparative Studies 545: Intersections: Approaches to Race, Class, 

Gender, and Sexuality (5 hr.) (cross-listed with WGSS 545) 
Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 204: Sexuality 

and Health (3 hr.) 
Education: Physical Activity and Educational  Services 614: Sexuality 

and Sport (5 hr.) 
Educational Policy and Leadership 415: Sexualities and Education: 

Issues and Practices (5 hr.) 
*English 282: Introduction to Queer Studies (5 hr.) (cross-listed with 

WGSS 282) 
English 580: Special Topics in Gay and Lesbian Language and
 Literature (5 hr.)  
History 326: History of Modern Sexualities (5 hr.) 
History 526: Historical Perspectives in Sexuality: Same-Sex Sexuality in 

the Western World (5 hr.) 
Human Development and Family Science 370: Human Sexuality in
 Context (5 hr.) 
Human Development and Family Science 670.02: Human Sexuality (3  

hr.)                          
Psychology 333.02: Human Behavioral Problems: Sexual (5 hr.) 
Psychology 555: Adolescent Sexuality (5 hr.) 
Sexuality Studies 620: Sexuality and Violence (5 hr.) 
Social Work 597: Adolescent Parenthood and Sexuality: International
 Perspectives (5 hr.) 
Social Work 695.17: AIDS: Facts and Issues (3 hr.) 
Social Work 695.18: Psychosocial Aspects of HIV/AIDS (3 hr.) 
Social Work 695.19: Community Response to AIDS (3 hr.) 
Social Work 695.20: Sexuality, Diversity and Social Work (3 hr.) 
 

mailto:blackburn.99@osu.edu�
mailto:moddelmog.1@osu.edu�
http://sexualitystudies.osu.edu/�


Electives (contd.) 
 
Sociology 340: Sex and Love in Modern Society (5 hr.) 
Sociology 435: Sociology of Women (5 hr.) 
Sociology 605: Sociology of Sexuality (5 hr.) 
*Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 282: Introduction to Queer 

Studies (5 hr.) (cross-listed with English 282) 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 370: Sexualities and 

Citizenship (5 hr.) 
*Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 535: Gender, Sexuality and
 Science (5 hr.) (cross-listed with Comp Studies 535) 
*Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 545: Intersections: 

Approaches to Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality (5 hr.) 
(cross-listed with Comp Studies 545) 

 
 
*Cross-listed courses 
 
 
Sexuality Studies Major program guidelines 
 
Credit hours required   A minimum of 50  
Transfer credit hours allowed   A maximum of 10 
Overlap with the GEC   With the exception of the Diversity Experiences 
GEC, overlap with GECs is not permitted.  
Overlap with a minor   Not allowed; in other words, 
• The minor must be in a different subject than the major. 
• The same courses cannot count on the minor and on the major. 
Grades required   
• Minimum C- for a course to be listed on the major. 
• Minimum 2.00 cumulative point-hour ratio required for the major.  
Approval required   The major program form must be approved by one 
of the Directors and filed at least by the time the graduation application 
is submitted to a college/school counselor. 
Changing the major   Once the major program is filed in the college 
office, any changes must be approved by a Director for the major. 
Double Major  The double major program offered through the College 
of Arts and Sciences requires that each major must contain 30 hours not 
contained in the other AND that the second major must meet all the 
requirements set by the second major department. 
 
ASC Advising and Academic Services  
The Ohio State University 
100 Denney Hall        
http://ascadvising.osu.edu 
 

http://ascadvising.osu.edu/�


  Goal 1 Goal 2 Goal 3 Goal 4 Goal 5 Goal 6 
  Understandin

g concepts 
Understandin
g issues 

Application Interdisciplinar
y frameworks 

Discussion 
of issues 

Methods, 
analysis 

CORE (6 hrs.)        
Comparative 
Studies/Ed 
PAES 2214 

Introduction to 
Sexuality 
Studies 

beginning  beginning  beginning beginning  

GLBT-focus 
(3 hrs.):  

       

Art Ed 4835 Visual 
Representation
s of LGBT 
Subjects 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced advanced 

English/WGSS 
2282 

Introduction to 
Queer Studies 

beginning beginning  beginning beginning beginning 

Eng 4580 Special Topics 
in GLBT 
Literatures and 
Cultures 

advanced advanced   advanced advanced 

Hist 3630 Same-sex 
Sexuality in a 
Global Context 

advanced advanced   advanced  

Soc Wk 5501 Clinical Social 
Work Practice 
with GLBTQ 
Individuals, 
Couples, and 
Families 

advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

WGSS 2367.03 US Lesbian 
Writers 

intermediate  intermediate  intermediate intermediat
e 

 



WGSS 3370 Sexualities and 
Citizenship 

intermediate intermediate intermediat
e 

intermediate intermediat
e 

 

FOCUS AREA – 
1 of 9 TRACKS  
(9 hrs.) 

       

TRACK 1 – 
ADOLESCENT 
SEXUALITY 

       

Ed P&L 4215 Sexualities and 
Education 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

Psych 3555 Adolescent 
Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

Soc Wk 3597 Adolescent 
Parenthood 
and Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

TRACK 2 
COUNSELING 

       

Psych 2333 Psych of 
Human 
Sexuality 

beginning beginning   beginning  

Soc Wk 5501 Clinical Soc Wk 
with GLBTQ 
Indiv, Couples, 
and Families 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

Ed PAES 2204 Sexuality and 
Health 

beginning beginning beginning beginning beginning  

HDFS 3440 Human 
Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate intermediat
e 

 intermediat
e 

intermediat
e 

HDFS 5440 Human 
Sexuality in 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 



Context 
TRACK 3 - 
EDUCATION 

       

Ed PAES 5614 Sexuality and 
Sport 

advanced  advanced  advanced advanced advanced 

Ed P&L 4215 Sexualities and 
Education 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

Psych 3555 Adolescent 
Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

HDFS 3440 Human 
Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate intermediat
e 

 intermediat
e 

intermediat
e 

HDFS 5440 Human 
Sexuality in 
Context 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

TRACK 4 - 
Health 

       

Ed PAES 2204 Sexuality and 
Health 

beginning beginning beginning beginning beginning  

Psych 2333 Psych of 
Human 
Sexuality 

beginning beginning   beginning  

Sex St 5620 Sexuality and 
Violence 

advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

Soc Wk 5002 AIDS: Facts 
and Issues 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

Soc Wk 5003 AIDS: 
Psychosocial 
Aspects 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

TRACK 5 – 
History 

       



Classics 3215 Sex and 
Gender in the 
Ancient World 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

Hist 2630 History of 
Modern 
Sexualities 

beginning beginning    beginning  

Hist 3630 Same-sex 
Sexuality in a 
Global Context  

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

TRACK 6 - 
INTERSECTING 
IDENTITIES 

       

CS/WGSS 4845 Intersections: 
Approaches to 
Race, Class, 
Gender, and 
Sexuality 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

CS 5875 Gender, 
Sexuality, and 
Religion 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

WGSS 4405 Race and 
Sexuality 

advanced advanced  advanced advanced advanced 

TRACK 7 – 
LGBTQ 

       

Eng/WGSS 
2282 

Intro to Queer 
Studies 

beginning beginning  beginning beginning beginning 

Eng 4580 Special Topics 
in GLBT 
Literature and 
Cultures 

advanced advanced   advanced  advanced 



Hist 3630 Same-sex 
Sexuality in a 
Global Context 

advanced advanced   advanced  

WGSS 2367.03 U.S. Lesbian 
Writers 

intermediate  intermediate  intermediate intermediat
e 

 

WGSS 3370 Sexualities and 
Citizenship 

intermediate intermediate intermediat
e 

intermediate intermediat
e 

 

TRACK 8 - 
SOCIOLOGY 

       

Soc 2340 Sex and Love 
in Modern 
Society 

beginning beginning   beginning  

Soc 3435 Soc of Women advanced advanced   advanced advanced 
Soc 5605 Soc of 

Sexuality 
advanced advanced   advanced advanced 

TRACK 9 - 
WOMEN 

       

Soc 3435 Soc of Women advanced advanced   advanced advanced 
WGSS 2367.03 US Lesbian 

Writers 
intermediate  intermediate  intermediate intermediat

e 
 

WGSS 3370 Sexualities and 
Citizenship 

intermediate intermediate intermediat
e 

intermediate intermediat
e 

 

ELECTIVES  
(15 hrs.) 

       

Anthropology 
3500 

Primate 
Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

Art Ed 4835 Visual 
Representation
s of LGBT 
Subjects 

advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 



Classics 3215 Sex and 
Gender in the 
Ancient World 
 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

CS 5875 Gender, 
Sexuality, and 
Religion 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

CS/WGSS 4845 Gender, 
Sexuality, and 
Science 

advanced  advanced  advanced advanced advanced 

CS/WGSS 4845 Intersections: 
Approaches to 
Race, Class, 
Gender, and 
Sexuality 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

Ed PAES 2204 Sexuality and 
Health  

beginning beginning beginning beginning beginning  

Ed PAES 5270 Love, Sex, and 
Relationships  

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

Ed PAES 5614 Sexuality and 
Sport 

advanced  advanced  advanced advanced advanced 

Ed P&L 4215 Sexualities and 
Education 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

Eng/WGSS 
2282 

Intro to Queer 
Studies 

beginning beginning  beginning beginning beginning 

Eng 4580 Spec Topics in 
GLBTQ 
Literatures and 
Cultures 

advanced advanced   advanced  advanced 

Hist 2630 Hist of Modern beginning beginning    beginning  



Sexualities 
Hist 3630 Same-sex 

Sexuality in a 
Global Context 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

HDFS 3440 Human 
Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate intermediat
e 

 intermediat
e 

intermediat
e 

HDFS 5440 Human 
Sexuality in 
Context 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

Psych 2333 Psychology of 
Human 
Sexuality 

beginning beginning   beginning  

Psych 3555 Adolescent 
Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

Sexuality 
Studies 5620 

Sexuality and 
Violence 

advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 

Soc Wk 3597 Adolescent 
Parenthood 
and Sexuality 

intermediate intermediate   intermediat
e 

 

Soc Wk 5002 AIDS: Facts & 
Issues 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

Soc Wk 5003 AIDS: 
Psychosocial 
Aspects 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

Soc Wk 5006 Integrative 
Seminars: 
Sexualities, 
Diversity, and 
Social Work 

advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 

Soc Wk 5501 Clinical Soc Wk advanced advanced advanced  advanced advanced 



Practice with 
GLBTQ 
Individuals, 
Couples, and 
Families 

Soc 2349 Sex and Love 
in Modern 
Society 

beginning beginning   beginning  

Soc 3435 Soc of Women advanced advanced   advanced advanced 
Soc 5605 Soc of 

Sexuality 
advanced advanced   advanced advanced 

WGSS 2367.03 US Lesbian 
Writers 

intermediate  intermediate  intermediate intermediat
e 

 

WGSS 3370 Sexualities and 
Citizenship 

intermediate intermediate intermediat
e 

intermediate intermediat
e 

 

WGSS 4405 Race and 
Sexuality 

advanced advanced  advanced advanced advanced 

RECOMMENDE
D THESIS OR 
INTERNSHIP  
(3 hrs.) 

       

4189, 678H, 
5693 

Independent 
Studies 

advanced  advanced advanced advanced advanced advanced 
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